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Abstract—Women are the backbone of society. She play a very 
important role in development. But in India a most brutal form of 
killing females takes place regularly, even before they have the 
opportunity to be born. Female feticide--the selective abortion of 
female fetuses--is killing upwards of one million females in India 
annually with far-ranging and tragic consequences. In some areas, 
the sex ratio of females to males has dropped to less than 8000:1000. 
Females not only face inequality in this culture, they are even denied 
the right to be born. Aborting female fetuses is both practical and 
socially acceptable in India. Female feticide is driven by many 
factors, but primarily due to different reason like to pay a dowry, 
poverty. But In the era of science and technology people are being 
remedied from rarest of rare diseases by medical science this boon of 
medical science is being misused in carrying out abortion knowing 
the female sex by ultra-sonography, amniotesis and other techniques. 
While abortion is legal in India, it is a crime to abort a pregnancy 
solely because the fetus is female. Strict laws and penalties are in 
place for violators. Consequently, the cases of female foeticide and 
infanticide are increasing fast in the several part of India. Moreover, 
if the baby girl takes birth, she is deprived of love and affection of the 
parents as she is abandoned to die on canals, coverts and footpath. 
This has been the reason that sex ratio is 1000:914 among 0-6 year 
old boys and girls which is declining day by day. Sex selective 
abortions and increase in the number of female infanticide cases 
have become a significant social phenomenon in several parts of 
India. It transcends all castes, class and communities and even the 
North South dichotomy. The girl children become target of attack 
even before they are born .Female foeticide is an act of destruction 
that causes death of a foetus. Female foeticide and infanticide are 
intentional killing of girls. Killing of a girl within the womb of mother 
is female foeticide and Killing of a girl after birth is called female 
infanticide. 
 
Keywords: Foeticide; Infanticide; Ultra-sonography; sex selective 
abortion.  

1. INTRODUCTION 

India is growing dynamically in every field. Taking birth as a 
woman in the Indian society can be said as curse for the 
women. Women in India face lots of social issues and 
problems all through the life which are big struggle for them 
right from their beginning of life. In the developing world, 
millions of girls are denied their basic human rights, simply 
because they’re girls. Indian women, who fought as an equal 
to men in the nationalist struggle, were not given that free 

public space anymore. They became homemakers, and were 
mainly meant to build a strong home to support their men who 
were to build the new Independent country. Female foeticide 
is an act of destruction that causes death of a foetus. Female 
foeticide and infanticide are intentional killing of girls. Killing 
of a girl within the womb of mother is female foeticide and 
Killing of a girl after birth is called female infanticide.  

Child trafficking, according to UNICEF is defined as “any 
person under 18 who is recruited, transported, transferred, 
harboured or received for the purpose of exploitation, either 
within or outside a country”. There have been many cases 
where children just disappear overnight, as many as one every 
eight minutes, according to the National Crime Records 
Bureau. The United Nations Children’s Fund, estimated that 
up to 50 million girls and women are ‘missing’ from India’s 
population because of termination of the female foetus or high 
mortality of the girl child due to lack of proper care at some 
levels like dowry, crimes like rape, sexual harassment at office 
or public places, and molestation, eve-teasing, even after over 
sixty years of independence women are still exploited, which 
is the shameful side of our country. Girl Child is the pride and 
dignity of our nation. The right and prompt opportunity to be 
born, chance to grow in a safe and secure environment, 
opportunity to develop own full potential are some of the 
major issues concerning the girl children in India. 

Some of the reasons of female foeticide. 

The cultural legacy of strong son preference, the practice of 
dowry, the perception of girls’ being a paraaya-dhan, 
problems related to the safety and marriage of a girl child, 
moksha, the patrilineal necessity of waaris (heir) etc.  

Girl Child is being widely selected for trafficking over 
male child for various grave reasons: As sex workers, as 
domestic servants, as construction workers, for labour 
purposes, for begging, and for sexual exploitation etc.  

Problems faced by trafficked girls: 

During the trafficking process, traffickers violate an extensive 
array of human rights. The trafficked are subjected to physical, 
psychological and sexual violence, their movement is 
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